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ibles in the fleet being ascribed to her.   By nth October he
fulfilled   !~»<-s mission, and informed George Rose that Pitt
ht, if ho chose* form a close working alliance with the French
°n.   About   the same  time he conceived for Mirabcau the
itest con tempt, nnd asserted that it was "impossible to know
and not to despise him."1
•lliot was o. man of far higher stamp than Miles. As \vc have »» he hacl hacl a distinguished diplomatic career, and might be :iecl the saviour of Gustavus III in the acute crisis of 1788, was brother of Sir Gilbert Elliot (first Ear! of Minto), of La<|y yvuckland. In the summer of 1790 he was home furlough. On 7th August he wrote from Bcclccnham, Auck-:l's residence, congratulating Pitt on a favourable turn In the mish dispute. When the outlook once more darkened he aestccl leave to go to Paris in order to use his influence \ his friend, Mu-abcau, in the interests of peace. Pitt must c referred the proposal to the King, and received a very rded reply, elated Windsor, 26th October. George enjoined \t caution, as we hiul hitherto held entirely aloof from French troubles, and must on no account be mixed up in in. Yet, for the sake of peace, he did not object to this impt, so Umu *w it was entirely unofficial; but he was " not gumc that Mr. H. Klliot and his French friend" would suc-d where so much caution and delicacy were necessary.' Vs this affair is wrapped in mystery, And concerns not only peace of tUc world, but also that most interesting personality, rabcau, the draft of an undated letter of Pitt to the King fit be quoted in full:
dr. P. takes tlio liberty of aubnrilting lo your Mnjealy'a Perusal two 'ate \eUevH which he received lo-day from Pirns, ono from Lord tver, nnd the other from Mr. II. Elliot. The latlcr went thither a rt lime simiOi principally from curionky, but previous to his departure, ntioncd lo Mr. I*, thru he hud formerly happened lo be in hcvbils of ch intimacy with M. clc Mirabcau, nnd might probably have an jorluniLy of learning somclhing from him respecting ihc views of the vailing parly in l-'mncti ot\ the subject of iho diacusaiona wUh Spain, . P. rccornnicsnds to lum lo bu very cautious not lo commit anybody his conversation, but lo endeavour lo find out whuthcr there was
** CoiTCBp. of W. A. Miles," i, 171, 172, 199. ** JJeaiiforL I1.," oic. (lliflt. MSS. Comin.}, 3in the enterprise proposed by Mr. Rose, and to accept of a salary inadequate to the expenses or the most fru^nl establishment," viz., £400 a year. He adds that he has trenched on his private property, and concludes by asking for the consulate at Ostend.D.*! (•• '<•-!• .j^.j8« passible. Tilt* jr.ilniny nl llhit ('<nuii ^dvr- iltt- ftitl j.j,^,, .-L. E> je;.,J pride rcfu^e^ 1411 "(41 unit Tlir i«mi>6i|tti*nt e i» c^nlrn! \\r i, »&r t,,,, for llic miiniK0 at N«nnk4 |«.) t annul let* A %uhjm i n) t^^ I.^.KEU t lite ttntrit nf itie Kintttit-Ki AW\ your nwn *ri»*t^iii esr»t( ^....4 s,p3u5str a
